
sure to follow label instructions for timing of 

sprays. 

When purchasing boxwood plants, 

inspect them closely for symptoms of 

blight and ask if the plants came from a 

producer in a state that participates in 

a boxwood cleanliness program. If you 

do purchase plants, isolate them at 

least 10 ft. away from others in your 

yard for about a month and inspect 

them for symptoms regularly. If the 

blight is found, the plant and all debris 

must be removed, bagged and dis-

posed of with the 

trash. Do not com-

post it because the 

blight pathogen can sur-

vive in the soil for up to 6 

years! Also, do not plant 

another susceptible box-

wood cultivar or member of 

the  Buxaceae family in the 

same area and notify the 

nursery where you bought 

the infected plant.  

Boxwood leafminer was first 

reported as a serious pest of box-

woods in 1910. It now occurs everywhere in 

the U.S. All varieties of boxwood are suscep-

tible, but the English boxwood is somewhat 

less susceptible than the American boxwood. 

Leafminer adults are 2.5 mm long yellow to 

orange-red flies that look like mosquitos. 

They swarm around boxwoods in spring 

about the time that weigelas bloom. Females 

lay their eggs through the lower layer of new-

growth leaves. Eggs hatch in 2 or 3 weeks 

into the larval stage, a fly maggot.  

The larvae feed and grow between the upper 

and lower layers of the leaves. As they feed, 

the leaves  develop blisters that sometimes 

cover the entire leaf. The infested leaves may 

be smaller than healthy leaves, may turn yel-

low and sometimes drop, leaving an un-

healthy-looking shrub with bare branches. 

Although controlling leafminers is difficult, 

choosing a cultivar of English boxwood that is 

 

 

 

Boxwood blight is caused by the fun-

gus Cyclindrocladium buxicola and was 

first discovered in 

the U.K. in the 

mid-1990s. Now 

it has spread 

throughout Eu-

rope mainly by 

the shipping of 

infected plants 

and cuttings used 

for Christmas 

decoration. The 

fungus was first 

confirmed in 

North America in 

2011. It is now found 

in several states in 

the eastern U.S., Ontario and Quebec in 

Canada, as well as in Oregon and British 

Columbia. Both English boxwood (Buxus 

sempervirens ‘Suffruticosa’) and American 

boxwood (Buxus sempervirens 

‘American’) are especially susceptible to 

the fungus. 

Symptoms of the blight are round brown 

spots with darker margins on the leaves, 

black cankers on the stems, bronze-

colored blighted foliage and leaf drop. In 

warm, humid and shady conditions blight-

ing and complete defoliation can happen 

very rapidly. When humidity is very high, 

fuzzy white masses of spores may be 

seen on infected leaves and stems. Be-

cause the spores are sticky, the blight can 

be spread by contaminated pruning tools, 

spray hoses, tarps, wheelbarrows, work-

ers’ shoes or clothing and animals. It is 

very important to disinfect pruners with 

alcohol, Lysol or a mix of 1 part bleach 

and 9 parts water between cuts 

(especially between different plants). The 

spores are unlikely to be spread just by 

the wind. Fungicides cannot control the 

blight on already infected plants. But a 

fungicide containing the active ingredient 

chlorothalonil may be used preventatively 

as a protectant on plants not infected. Be 

more resistant and maintaining 

its health may help. Pruning the 

shrubs right after the adults are 

seen and eggs are laid or pinch-

ing the blisters in infected leaves 

eliminates some of the larvae. 

An insecticide labelled for 

leafminers may be applied ac-

cording to label directions when 

weigela blooms and the adult 

flies are swarming. Also, spiders 

and green lacewings are natural 

predators of leafminers. 
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