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 and then comes out as a 8 legged 
deutonymph which is very active and hungry. 
Then it moves into the tritonymph stage where 
it lies dormant again before emerging as the 
adult mite.

The mite likes to live in a dry environment in 
soil litter, plant leaves soil litter, plant leaves 

Giant Red 

Velvet Mite
by Lisa Gee

While walking out in my gardens after some 
rainy days I happened to see a red bug 
walking in my mulch and onto my stepping    
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and logs of 
decaying wood. 
They will be under 
the surface until it 
starts to rain and 
then they emerge. 
Therefore probably 
why I saw it out 
and about that day 
as it had rained 
recently. It 
hibernates in the 
winter and can live 
for several years.

Another interesting 
thing I found was 

that the mite has antifungal properties that 
have been used as a medicine for centuries in 
India. There have been notes stating that oil 
extracted is used to treat paralysis and also 
can increase sexual desire. It has been tested 
and there does seem to be an increased 
immune response from it.

So, be on the lookout for interesting things 
while in the garden and see if you can find new 
and unusual things to investigate about. 

stone. Curious as to what it was, I 
snapped a picture and googled red 
bugs. I also sent the photo into the MG 
hotline to get confirmation of what I 
thought was a red velvet mite. Sharon 
Bachman emailed me back and 
thought the ID was accurate. So then I 
decided to find out a little more about 
it.

This mite is actually an arachnid with 
eight legs and pincher like mouth 
parts. It is approximately 2cm long, 

has two eyes at the end of stalks, a            
hard exoskeleton, jointed appendages and a 
segmented body. There is velvet hair on the 
body of the adult and it is bright red. The adults 
are predators that eat invertebrates and their 
eggs. Luckily they do not sting or bite but are 
closely related to ticks and are harmless to 
humans. There is a neat mating ritual where 
the male will leave his spermatophore on a 
blade of grass or on small twigs then leave a 
silken trail to it. He will do a circling dance to 
entice the females to go down the silken trail. 
The females if they like it will sit on the 
spermatophore. If another male finds the 
spermatophore he will destroy it and deposit 
his own in its place.  Breeding occurs between 
March and July and the female lays between 
60-100,000 eggs.

So once the eggs are laid in the soil they 
gestate for 1-2 months. Then there are several 
stages that occur on to adulthood. The larva 
starts out with 6 legs and will climb onto an 
insect and drill into its exoskeleton to drink its 
haemolymph. The host initially is still mobile so 
the larva can be moved to new locations this 
way. Eventually the host will die. The next 
stage is the protonymph  where it lies dormant




